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Project Abstract :

In my dissertation project, Locating Slavery in the Modern National Imaginary: The Legacy of Haiti, I investigate the effects of the Haitian Revolution beyond the boundaries of area studies by arguing for the centrality of the Caribbean in any true understanding of the history of modernity and the contemporary nation-state.  I do this in four innovative ways: 1) While many contemporary historians of the Caribbean have begun to address the serious gaps in the historiographies of modernity, I extend these inquiries into the fields of literary and cultural criticism.  2) I transverse national, linguistic, and geographic boundaries to suggest the wider effects of the formation of Haiti.  3) My consideration of recent Caribbean writers explores the continuing cultural effects of this deeply embedded history.  4) I turn specifically to the voices of women to counter the anti-colonial tendency towards a static, masculine definition of the nation.
